
Looking to the horizon
Growth, resilience, inclusion, and more
Dr Ganesh Nana

Chair, Productivity Commission Te KǾmihana Whai Hua o Aotearoa

for Taranaki Insights 2023

Huitanguru 2023



for Taranaki Insights 2023 ςHuitanguru 2023 ςslide 2

wņǊŀƴƎƛupokoςtopics

Åproductivity and the Commission

ïchanging the way we think in an increasingly fragile 
(economic) world

ÅProdComminquiries

ïfrontier firms, immigration, resilience, a fair chance

ïcommitting to a long-term effort

Åour (collective) future(s)

ÅǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜȄǘΚ
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demographic
upheaval

climate
change

technology
robotics

synthetic foods
crypto currency

GDP growth
resource depletion

inequality

gig economy

minimum wage
living wage

free v fair trade

social structures 
and cohesion

populism

racism
colonialism

pandemics

Wero facing 21st century Aotearoa
NB: this is slide I first used in 2010
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Productivity and wellbeing: our role as kaitiaki

the guardianshipof resources

enrich protect

reap

taonga
assets, resources



for Taranaki Insights 2023 ςHuitanguru 2023 ςslide 6

YŜȅǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ Χ
investment, investment, investmentin our resources

Åtraining and skills development

Åtransport and communications networks

Åenvironment restoration and regeneration

Åcommunity supports, facilities, and 
connections

Åinnovation eco-system nurturing creativity 
and a mature attitude to risk

ÅR&D, knowledge, science, technology
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New Zealand firms:

Reaching for the frontier
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Innovation support picture

Åa picture of myriad 
programmes, links, stages, 
players, and organisations

ïinternationalisation stage thin

ïlinks tangled

ïorganisation goals unclear

ïfunding spread
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Immigration ςFit for the future
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Our core recommendation:
Immigration Government Policy Statement

Å reflect Te Tiriti o Waitangi

Å clarify immigration policy objectivesand 
connections to
ï education and training policy

ï investments in absorptive capacity

Å set relative prioritiesbalancing short- and long-term
ï explain how demand for temporary and residence visas to be 

managed

ï support infrastructure planning and investment, and 
education, training and labour market policies by projecting 
future migration rates and composition

Å engageǿƛǘƘ aņƻǊƛΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ōȅ 
compiling data and performance indicators regularly

GDP growth driven by 
population increases

Filling labour shortages with 
temporary migrants

Business growth relies on 
more labour

Uncertainty around 
residency prospects

Investing in absorptive capacity to 
align with expected population 
growth

Clear prospects for 
residency to attract 
global talent

Adopting new business 
models, processes and 
technologies

Investing in capabilities of 
New Zealanders


