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About Venture Taranaki

As Taranaki’s Regional Development Agency, we’re committed to helping Taranaki grow.
That’s why we’re interested in helping to make your business a success.
If you need advice and assistance or access to information and knowledge to support your business aspiration, we offer a single point of contact to provide the help you require.

If you are:
•  Thinking of starting up a business
•  Considering relocating or investing in Taranaki
•  Trying to grow your business, or if your business is going through changes

We have a range of products and services to meet your business needs, and best of all, most of them are free! 
Information is available on-line at www.business.taranaki.info or call us:

Venture Taranaki
9 Robe Street
PO Box 670 
New Plymouth

Telephone (06) 759 5150
Email: info@taranaki.info
Facebook: TaranakiNZ
Twitter: @Taranaki_NZ

An initiative of
   

Disclaimer:
Venture Taranaki’s services and opinions are of a general nature and should be used as a guide only. They are not a substitute for commercial judgment or independent professional advice which should be 
obtained prior to any business matter. While every effort has been made to ensure that the information, opinions and forecasts provided are accurate and reliable, Venture Taranaki shall not be liable for any adverse 
consequences of decisions made in reliance of any report provided in this publication.

Welcome to taranaki trends for summer 2015-2016

Taranaki Trends

Stuart Trundle
Chief Executive
Venture Taranaki

As the businesses and people of Taranaki watch changing global commodity prices play out on our region’s performance we are seeing a 
renewed focus on the value of long-term data to inform business planning for the year ahead. 

There is no denying sustained declines in the price of oil and milk are having an effect. Caution has edged in, and in some cases this has 
progressed to contraction. An example can be seen in the decline in guest nights spent in commercial accommodation, likely reflecting fewer 
business visits, although those choosing to stay with friends and family has grown. 

As the cover of this edition suggests, significant efforts are going into the diversification of the region’s economy – the poultry sector is  
growing rapidly, as is the visitor industry on the back of the Len Lye Centre opening, significant investment into the accommodation sector and 
new product development. 

With this growth come some more positive results, from strong inward migration trends to longer stays by visitors, residential value increases to 
more construction consents. 

Despite some challenges Taranaki’s outlook remains broadly positive, a view supported by many of the statistics contained in this edition of 
Taranaki Trends.  

Include this data as you research and plan for your own business growth in 2016 and beyond, and if the team here at Venture Taranaki can 
offer any further assistance to help your organisation grow, then please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Summer Edition 2015: This edition of Taranaki Trends is published in November 2015 and remains current until April 2016
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Economic Summary

 New ZealaNd’s CPI

 0.4% annual change to June 2015.

 eMPlOYee NUMBeRs 
 IN TaRaNaKI

 annual change for 2015 relative to 2014.

 NUMBeR Of BUsINesses IN   
 TaRaNaKI

 our annual change 2015 relative to 2014.

 NUMBeR Of MĀORI ResIdINg 
 IN TaRaNaKI (aged OveR 15   
 YeaRs), whO have BaChelOR 
 degRees OR hIgheR 
 qUalIfICaTIONs

 2013 relative to 2006 census.

 BIRThs IN The RegION fOR The   
 YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

 relative to the previous 12 month period.

 deaThs fOR The YeaR eNdINg   
 deCeMBeR 2015

 relative to 2014.

 NaTURal INCRease IN 
 POPUlaTION 
 (BIRThs less deaThs)

 for year ending June 2015.

 NeT ChaNge IN MIgRaTION

 more long-term permanent international arrivals 
 to the region than departures during the 12 months  
 ending June 2015.

 aveRage hOUse valUaTION 
 fOR JUNe 2015 RelaTIve   
 TO JUNe 2014

 for the New Plymouth, Stratford and South  
 Taranaki Districts.

 valUe Of CONsTRUCTION   
 CONseNTs fOR YeaR eNdINg   
 JUNe 2015

 for New Plymouth and Stratford Districts relative to   
 the previous 12 month period.

 ReTaIl sales fOR The sIx   
 MONThs eNdINg JUNe 2015

 relative to the same period in 2014.

 NUMBeR Of gUesT NIghTs sPeNT   
 BY vIsITORs sTaYINg wITh 
 fRIeNds aNd RelaTIves   
 IN The RegION

 year ending June 2015 relative to 2014.

 sTaTUs qUO

 Economic outlook for New Zealand by Taranaki 
 businesses for the next 12 months – 51% of  
 Taranaki businesses anticipate status quo will 
 prevail.

 gROwTh IN ONlINe PURChase 
 BY TaRaNaKI ResIdeNTs dURINg   
 The JUNe 2015 qUaRTeR

 after a more active March 2015 quarter.

 NUMBeR Of COws IN The RegION 

 relative to previous 12 month period.

 NUMBeR Of gUesT NIghTs 
 BY vIsITORs sTaYINg IN 
 COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION 
 OUTleTs wIThIN TaRaNaKI fOR 
 YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015 

 relative to 2014.

 hOMe affORdaBIlITY wIThIN   
 TaRaNaKI

 relative to same period 12 months prior.

 UNeMPlOYMeNT RaTe fOR 
 TaRaNaKI deTeRIORaTed IN The 
 MaRCh aNd JUNe 2015 qUaRTeRs 

 relative to previous 6 month period.
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The Economy  

CONsUMeR PRICe INdex (CPI) – New ZealaNd

sePTeMBeR 2015 qUaRTeR

0.3%
aNNUal ChaNge

0.4%

MaIN sOURCes Of CPI INCRease 
weRe  

hIgheR PRICes 
fOR CIgaReTTes aNd TOBaCCO 
(UP 13 PeRCeNT), NewlY-BUIlT 
hOUses exClUdINg laNd (UP 
5.5 PeRCeNT), ReNTals fOR 

hOUsINg (UP 2.3 PeRCeNT), aNd 
lOCal aUThORITY RaTes (UP 5.9 

PeRCeNT). 

CheaPeR 
PeTROl 

PRICes (dOwN 6.8 PeRCeNT) 
weRe The MaIN dOwNwaRd 

CONTRIBUTOR. 

Source: Statistics New Zealand

CONsUMeR PRICe INdex (CPI) – aNNUal ChaNge
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1,000 TaRaNaKI 
BUsINesses 

weRe 
sURveYed 
IN JUNe 2015 

RegaRdINg The 
sTaTe Of The 
eCONOMY 
aNd TRadINg 

CONdITIONs fOR 
The NexT 12 

MONThs.
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 IMPROve     ReMaIN The saMe     deTeRIORaTe     dON’T KNOw

alThOUgh The MaJORITY Of TaRaNaKI 
BUsINesses aNTICIPaTe CONdITIONs wIll ReMaIN 
The saMe, The OUTCOMe RefleCTs a deClINe Of 
OPTIMIsM fROM The PRevIOUs sURveY.
•  21.9% aNTICIPaTed IMPROveMeNT (dOwN fROM 31.5%)
•  51% aNTICIPaTed The sTaTUs qUO wOUld PRevaIl (dOwN fROM 54.9%) 
• 24% aNTICIPaTed deTeRIORaTION (UP fROM 11.1%) 
• 3.3% weRe UNsURe
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Business and Employment

South Taranaki District 

2015 eMPlOYee COUNT

12,530 24%

2,940 6%
Stratford District

35,530 70%
New Plymouth District

TOTal eMPlOYee
COUNT TaRaNaKI

50,960
2.5%

New ZealaNd’s TOTal 
eMPlOYee COUNT
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TaRaNaKI has 2,337 MORe BUsINesses 
(18% INCRease) aNd 13,380 MORe eMPlOYees 

(29% INCRease) ThaN IT dId 15 YeaRs agO.

NUMBeR Of 
BUsINesses IN TaRaNaKI

15,153*
2.8%

New ZealaNd’s TOTal 
NUMBeR Of BUsINesses

4,326 28%
South Taranaki District

1,500 10%
Stratford District

9,381 62%
New Plymouth District

NUMBeR Of BUsINesses BY TaRaNaKI dIsTRICT (2015) *

1.4
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New Plymouth District Stratford South Taranaki Taranaki New Zealand

% ChaNge IN NUMBeR Of BUsINesses: 2014 - 2015
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* Taranaki regional outcome may differ from summaries of all districts due to boundary variances.
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Primary Sector

10% 
Of New ZealaNd’s daIRY 

COws (MIlKINg) aRe

IN TaRaNaKI

14% 
Of New ZealaNd’s 

daIRY heRds aRe

IN TaRaNaKI

10% 
Of NaTIONal  

TOTal daIRY laNd

Source DairyNZ, 2014/2015

New Plymouth 
district

stratford
district

south Taranaki
district

Total herds 436 248 1021

Total Cows (Milking) 114,680 61,880 319,904

average herd size 263 250 313

average Cows Per hectares 2.67 2.68 2.95

Total effective hectares 42,890 23,123 108,308

Number of Owner-Operators 278 172 620

Number of share-Milkers 158 76 401

RegIONal TOTal heRds

MANAWATU-
WHANGANUI
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PeRCeNTage ChaNge IN daIRY CaTTle NUMBeRs 2013 - 2014

The total number of dairy cows has declined in Taranaki as has sheep, while beef cattle numbers have increased. 
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PeRCeNTage gROwTh 2013 - 2014 - seleCTed lIvesTOCK   TaRaNaKI    New ZealaNd

Recent changes in primary sector composition

The poultry industry – comprising farming poultry meat (and to a lesser 
extent, eggs), processing and associated supply chains is becoming an 

increasingly important component of Taranaki’s economy.

The contribution of the poultry industry to Taranaki’s GDP is 68% higher 
than it was 10 years ago, highlighting its increasing importance to our 

regional economy.

addINg TO OUR RegIONal eCONOMY

900 JOBs

OveR 100  
BUsINesses

$95 MIllION 
TO OUR 

RegIONal gdP

The decline in dairy cows in Taranaki is contra to the growth experienced in other parts of New Zealand such as 
the South Island.

Poultry

Source: Statistics NZ

Manawatu-Whanganui
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Labour force

UNeMPlOYMeNT RaTe - RegIONal COMPaRIsONs - aNNUal TO JUNe 2015

qUaRTeRlY UNeMPlOYMeNT RaTe     New ZealaNd     TaRaNaKI

TaRaNaKI’s aNNUal UNeMPlOYMeNT RaTe fOR 
The lasT 12 MONThs ReMaINs less ThaN The NaTIONal 

aveRage aNd lOweR ThaN MaNY Of OUR RegIONal 
COUNTeRPaRTs.

TaRaNaKI

5.7
New ZealaNd

5.8

hOweveR a MORe deTaIled aNalYsIs Of These 
ResUlTs ON a qUaRTeRlY BasIs INdICaTes heIghTeNed 

UNeMPlOYMeNT IN The MaRCh aNd JUNe 2015 qUaRTeRs.
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Exports

a TOTal Of 5,604,830 fReIghT TONNes CROssed PORT 
TaRaNaKI dURINg 2014/2015. ThIs aCTIvITY Is INClUsIve Of 
IMPORTs, exPORTs aNd COasTal TRade. MeThaNOl, CRUde 
OIls aNd gRaINs weRe aMONgsT The dOMINaNT PROdUCTs.

TOTal fReIghT TONNage was 71% hIgheR IN 2014/15 ThaN IT was IN 2006/07.
IN The 2014-2015 YeaR, TRade gRew BY 1.7% OveR 2013-2014. a 20% INCRease IN dRY BUlK TRade aNd a 5% INCRease IN BUlK 

lIqUId vOlUMes MORe ThaN OffseT deClINes IN lOg aNd CONTaINeR fReIghT TRade.

PORT TaRaNaKI - TOTal TRade/fReIghT TONNage
(IMPORTs, exPORTs aNd COasTal TRade UsINg faCIlITY)

16%
dRY BUlK PROdUCTs

3%
geNeRal

81%
lIqUId BUlK PROdUCTs

PORT TaRaNaKI - % COMPOsITION Of TOTal fReIghT TONNage 2014/15
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Population

TaRaNaKI’s POPUlaTION 

CONTINUes TO gROw dUe TO NaTURal 
INCRease wheRe BIRThs IN The RegION exCeed 

deaThs. hOweveR OUR RaTe Of gROwTh has deClINed 
slIghTlY (-1.0%) RelaTIve TO The saMe PeRIOd 12 
MONThs agO. TaRaNaKI’s deClINe IN gROwTh RaTe 

Is less PRONOUNCed ThaN The deClINe exPeRIeNCed 
NaTIONallY Of -2.3%.

TaRaNaKI

5.3%aN
NU

al
 C

ha
Ng

e I
N BIRThs 2014-2015 (JUNe)

TaRaNaKI 

9.7%

aNNUal ChaNge IN deaThs  2014-2015 (JUNe)

New ZealaNd 

1.7%

TheRe weRe 1,603 BIRThs IN TaRaNaKI fOR The 
12 MONThs TO JUNe 2015, aNd 977 deaThs, ResUlTINg IN 

a NaTURal POPUlaTION INCRease Of 625.

New ZealaNd 

5.6%

Natural population increase 

NaTURal POPUlaTION INCRease 
2004 - 2014 YeaR TO JUNe TaRaNaKI v New ZealaNd

     New ZealaNd     TaRaNaKI

Ta
ra

na
ki

N
ew

 Zealand



P A G E  1 1T A R A N A K I  T R E N D S  S U M M E R  2 0 1 5

Migration – long term international arrivals and 
departures to/from the Taranaki region.

Migration

INTeRNaTIONal lONg TeRM aRRIvals aNNUal TO JUNe    

INTeRNaTIONal lONg TeRM dePaRTURes aNNUal TO JUNe    

 New PlYMOUTh dIsTRICT     sTRaTfORd dIsTRICT      sOUTh TaRaNaKI

 TaRaNaKI

 TaRaNaKI
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TheRe was a NeT gaIN Of 387 
PeOPle fOR TaRaNaKI fOR The 12 

MONThs eNdINg JUNe 2014, dUe TO 
INTeRNaTIONal aRRIvals TO The 

RegION exCeedINg INTeRNaTIONal 
dePaRTURes IN The New PlYMOUTh 

aNd sOUTh TaRaNaKI dIsTRICTs. 
sTRaTfORd dIsTRICT exPeRIeNCed 

a MINOR NeT lOss Of 9 PeOPle. ThIs 
OUTCOMe deMONsTRaTes a sIgNIfICaNT 

IMPROveMeNT ON PRevIOUs YeaRs, 
esPeCIallY 2011-2013, aNd 

RefleCTs a ReTURN TO The 
POsITIve MIgRaTION levels 

aChIeved OveR a deCade agO.

Migration

 New PlYMOUTh dIsTRICT     sTRaTfORd dIsTRICT      sOUTh TaRaNaKI

NeT MIgRaTION - TaRaNaKI dIsTRICTs aNNUal TO JUNe 

NeT ChaNge - INTeRNaTIONal MIgRaTION YeaR TO JUNe 2015 
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New Zealanders coming home to Taranaki

The CITIZeNshIP Of PeOPle aRRIvINg aNd ThOse dePaRTINg Is OfTeN RelaTed, as sOMe New 
ZealaNdeRs whO leave COMe BaCK (aNd sOMe IMMIgRaNTs laTeR ReTURN OveRseas). COMPaRed 
wITh The NaTIONal aveRage aNd RegIONs sUCh as CaNTeRBURY, New ZealaNd CITIZeNs aCCOUNT 
fOR a MUCh hIgheR PROPORTION Of MIgRaNTs COMINg TO TaRaNaKI (alMOsT 50% Of lONg-TeRM 

INTeRNaTIONal aRRIvals fOR The YeaR eNded JUNe 2015).

PROPORTION Of NZ CITIZeNshIP IN lONg TeRM INTeRNaTIONal aRRIvals  
fOR YeaR eNded JUNe 2015:

% NZ CITIZeNshIP IN lONg TeRM INTeRNaTIONal aRRIvals 

 New ZealaNd     CaNTeRBURY      TaRaNaKI

49.9
TaRaNaKI 

%27.1
CaNTeRBURY 

%
25.6

New ZealaNd 

%
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The Australian Dynamic

a POsITIve INflUeNCe ON TaRaNaKI’s 
ReCeNT MIgRaTION ResUlT has BeeN 

The ReveRsal Of The OUTwaRd 
lOss Of PeOPle fROM TaRaNaKI TO 
aUsTRalIa, esPeCIallY fROM The  

New PlYMOUTh dIsTRICT.

fOR The fIRsT TIMe IN OveR 20 YeaRs 
TaRaNaKI has exPeRIeNCed a NeT 
gaIN Of PeOPle fROM aUsTRalIa.

NeT MIgRaTION: aUsTRalIa - TaRaNaKI dIsTRICTs aNNUal -JUNe

 New PlYMOUTh dIsTRICT     sOUTh TaRaNaKI      sTRaTfORd

aUsTRalIa - NeT IMPaCT ON TaRaNaKI lONg TeRM INTeRNaTIONal 
aRRIvals aNd dePaRTURes (MIgRaTION)
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Highest Qualifications

a POsITIve TReNd IdeNTIfIed IN The 2013 CeNsUs Is The 
INCReasINg PROPORTION Of TaRaNaKI PeOPle OveR 15 

YeaRs whO have fORMal qUalIfICaTIONs.

Given the growing importance of Māori to Taranaki’s economic future and 
workforce, the increasing percentage of Māori with formal qualifications is 

of particular note, especially the increasing number who are qualified with a 
Bachelor’s degree or higher.

BeTweeN 2006 aNd 2013 The 
PROPORTION Of MĀORI lIvINg 

IN TaRaNaKI wITh fORMal 
qUalIfICaTIONs INCReased fROM 
63.2% TO 66.7%. The PeRCeNTage 
wITh a BaChelOR’s degRee OR 
hIgheR INCReased fROM 4.8%

TO 6.9% 

TaRaNaKI OveR 15 YeaRs - hIghesT qUalIfICaTION %

 2006     2013

MĀORI IN TaRaNaKI - hIghesT qUalIfICaTION %   2006     2013
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About Two Places

BOTh egMONT vIllage aNd waveRleY 
aRe POPUlaR lOCalITIes wIThIN The TaRaNaKI RegION YeT 
TheRe aRe dIsTINCT dIffeReNCes IN TheIR COMPOsITION. 

egMONT vIllage Is PROvINg aN aTTRaCTIve 
lOCalITY fOR YOUNg, qUalIfIed, wORKINg COUPles 
(eITheR ON wages aNd/OR self-eMPlOYed) OfTeN wITh 

ChIldReN aNd whO have a hIgheR TOTal hOUsehOld 
INCOMe, as OPPOsed TO waveRleY wheRe TheRe Is 
a hIgheR PROPORTION Of OldeR, ReTIRed PeOPle, 

hOUsehOlds wIThOUT ChIldReN aNd sINgle PaReNT 
hOUsehOlds.

594 
Population

Egmont Village

Waverley

10.1% 
Age proportion over 65 years

798 
Population

21.4% 
Age proportion over 65 years

TaRaNaKI

hOUsehOlds wITh ChIldReN

 egMONT vIllage     waveRleYage COMPOsITION 2013
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hOUsehOld COMPOsITION  egMONT vIllage     waveRleY

34.4% Of hOUsehOlds have a TOTal INCOMe Of OveR $100,000 IN 
egMONT vIllage as OPPOsed TO 5.6% IN waveRleY

hOUsehOld INCOMe  egMONT vIllage     waveRleY

hIghesT qUalIfICaTION  egMONT vIllage     waveRleY

sOURCes Of hOUsehOld  INCOMe  egMONT vIllage     waveRleY

$20,000  
or less

$20,001  
-$30,000

$20,001  
-$30,000

$30,001  
-$50,000

$50,001  
-$70,000

$70,001  
-$100,000

Not 
Stated
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Average Value of a House

House valuations have continued to increase in the Taranaki region, although at a lower rate than 
the New Zealand average and many comparable cities/districts. The average valuation of a house 
within the New Plymouth District is currently higher than the average house valuation in Napier 
and Palmerston North. The average house valuation in Stratford is higher than the South Taranaki 

District, which is, in turn, higher than Whanganui. 
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Home Affordability

hOweveR, IN The lasT 12 MONThs TaRaNaKI’s hOMe affORdaBIlITY deClINed BY -0.8%. ThIs was less ThaN 
The NaTIONal TReNd wheRe New ZealaNd’s aveRage hOMe affORdaBIlITY INdex deClINed -6.7%. aUCKlaNd 
ReMaINs The leasT affORdaBle PlaCe IN The COUNTRY wITh affORdaBIlITY deClININg eveN fURTheR dURINg 

The PasT 12 MONThs (-16.6%).

TaRaNaKI Is The ThIRd MOsT aTTRaCTIve RegION IN The 
COUNTRY IN TeRMs Of hOMe affORdaBIlITY.

hOMe affORdaBIlITY RegIONal RaNKINg 
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Rentals

$360$330
MedIaN ReNT
aUgUsT 2015

MedIaN ReNT
aUgUsT 2015
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MedIaN weeKlY ReNTal ($) aUgUsT 2015
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The ReNTal 
MaRKeT IN 

New PlYMOUTh 
INdICaTes 

ReNTals have 
ReMaINed 

sTaTIC wITh The 
aveRage weeKlY 

ReNT aT $330 
PeR weeK. ThIs 

COMPaRes wITh a CURReNT 
aveRage ReNTal Of $360 PeR 
weeK ON a NaTIONal BasIs.   
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Construction Activity 

fOR The YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015 IN 
TaRaNaKI TheRe weRe $281 MIllION Of 

BUIldINg CONseNTs aPPROved. 
TaRaNaKI dIsTRICTs: TOTal valUe Of BUIldINg CONseNTs (New + alTeRed) fOR The 
12 MONThs eNdINg JUNe 2015

$226,955,450
81%
New Plymouth District

$18,348,596
6%
Stratford District

$35,720,752
13%
South Taranaki District

The value of consents increased in both the New Plymouth (17.6%) and Stratford Districts (9.9%) 
but declined significantly in South Taranaki (-49.7%) relative to the previous year. The decline in 
South Taranaki was due to a return to ‘normal’ levels after several large commercial consents 

were approved the previous year e.g. factory expansions. 

New Plymouth District South Taranaki Stratford

valUe Of BUIldINg CONseNTs ($) - ResIdeNTIal aNd COMMeRCIal (New + alTeRed)

PeRCeNTage ChaNge IN valUe Of TOTal BUIldINg CONseNTs 12 MONThs TO JUNe 2015 
RelaTIve TO saMe PeRIOd IN PRIOR YeaR
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Retail Sales

ReTaIl sPeNd IN TaRaNaKI JaN - JUNe 2015
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shaRe Of sPeNd BY TaRaNaKI dIsTRICT

17%
South Taranaki District

8%
Stratford District

75%
New Plymouth District

fOR The half-YeaR eNdINg 
JUNe 2015, $551.37M 
was sPeNT aT ReTaIl 

MeRChaNTs IN TaRaNaKI.
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sPeNdINg wIThIN TaRaNaKI 
was UP 1.3% fOR The 

half-YeaR, RelaTIve TO 
The saMe PeRIOd IN 2014, 
whICh was less ThaN The 
New ZealaNd aveRage Of 
5.2% gROwTh. The MONThs 
Of MaRCh aNd JUNe 2015 

exPeRIeNCed The laRgesT 
INCReases IN sPeNdINg IN 

The RegION RelaTIve TO The 
saMe PeRIOd lasT YeaR.

PeRCeNTage ChaNge IN ReTaIl sPeNd IN TaRaNaKI OveR saMe TIMe lasT YeaR
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0.9%
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-1.1%

PeRCeNTage ChaNge IN ReTaIl sPeNd JaN - JUNe 2015
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sTRONgesT ReTaIl gROwTh was ReCORded IN The 
New PlYMOUTh dIsTRICT wITh a 1.6% gaIN.
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Online Spending

 Sep 2013 Dec 2013 Mar 2014 June 2014 Sep 2014 Dec 2014 Mar 2015 Jun 2015
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20.0%

15.0%

10.0%
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-5.0%

 TOTal sales     ONlINe sales

TaRaNaKI PeRCeNTage gROwTh IN ONlINe sales v TOTal ReTaIl sales

ONlINe shaRe Of TOTal ReTaIl sPeNdINg

 TOTal New ZealaNd     TaRaNaKI RegION

ONlINe sPeNdINg COMPRIses aN 
esTIMaTed 6-8% Of TaRaNaKI sPeNdINg, 

whICh Is less ThaN The NaTIONal 
aveRage.

KeY aReas Of ONlINe sPeNdINg INClUde 
The dePaRTMeNT, vaRIeTY aNd OTheR 

CaTegORY (20.5%) fOllOwed BY  
gROCeRIes aNd lIqUOR (18.4%)

25.0%

20.0%

15.0%

10.0%

5.0%

0%

ONlINe sPeNd BY TaRaNaKI ResIdeNTs - aNalYsIs BY CaTegORY

Daily Deals Department 
Variety & Other

Electrical & 
Electronic

Fashion & 
Accessories

Furniture 
Housewares & 

Hardware

Groceries & 
Liquour

Pharmacy, 
Stationery, 
Antiques, 
Flowers

Recreation & 
Books

5.9%

20.5%

9.8%

16.3%

6.8%

18.4%

7.6%

14.8%

gROwTh IN ONlINe sPeNdINg wIThIN The RegION 
RedUCed TO 0.8% IN The JUNe 2015 qUaRTeR, 

afTeR a MORe aCTIve MaRCh qUaRTeR.
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5.8%-6.2%
PeRCeNTage ChaNge IN gUesT 
NIghTs YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

PeRCeNTage ChaNge IN gUesT 
NIghTs YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

New ZealaNdTaRaNaKI

TaRaNaKI COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION ResUlTs fOR 
The YeaR eNded JUNe 2015 COMPaRed wITh 2014:

• Guest nights fell 3.5% to 559,096 

• International guest nights fell 5.9% to 73,961 

• Domestic guest nights fell 3.1% to 485,136 

• The average length of stay fell from 2.15 nights to 2.04 nights 

• The overall occupancy rate fell from 34.3% to 33.1% 

• The occupancy rate, excluding holiday parks, was 44.1% for the 
 year ended June 2015 

• Accommodation capacity, excluding holiday parks, rose 0.7% 

Visitor Industry

COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION gUesT NIghTs - % ChaNge - YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

The MaIN ReasON fOR The deClINe IN OveRall gUesT 
NIghTs IN TaRaNaKI fOR The PasT YeaR was dUe 

TO The heIghTeNed COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION 
ReqUIReMeNTs exPeRIeNCed dURINg laTe 2013 wheN 
MaJOR OIl aNd gas PROJeCTs aNd shUTdOwN wORK 
was UNdeRTaKeN IN The RegION. ThIs NeCessITaTed 

aN INflUx Of OUT-Of-RegION wORKeRs, MaNY Of 
whOM sTaYed aT COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION. The 

2014/2015 OUTCOMes fOR These CORResPONdINg 
MONThs TheRefORe RePORTed a deClINe TO ‘NORMal’ 

levels, wITh feB – JUNe 2015 OUTCOMes POsITIve.  

RelaTIve TO The PRevIOUs YeaR The aveRage 
leNgTh Of sTaY IN COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION 
INCReased IN sOUTh TaRaNaKI BUT deCReased IN 

New PlYMOUTh aNd sTRaTfORd dIsTRICTs. 

COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION - aveRage leNgTh Of sTaY - YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015
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Visitor Industry

gUesT aRRIvals - YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

MOTels aNd hOlIdaY PaRKs weRe The MOsT POPUlaR 
fORM Of COMMeRCIal aCCOMMOdaTION IN TaRaNaKI.

22%
hOTels

122,537

26%
hOlIdaY PaRKs

145,157

44%
MOTels
247,482

8%
BaCKPaCKeRs
43,920

COMMeRCIal gUesT NIghTs BY aCCOMMOdaTION TYPe TaRaNaKI 
YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

COMMeRCIal gUesT NIghTs fOR YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

38,397 7%
Stratford

73,598 13%
South Taranaki

447,102 80%
New Plymouth District alThOUgh gUesT NIghTs 

deClINed, vIsITOR aRRIvals TO 
The RegION INCReased 1.4%.

gROwTh/deClINe IN gUesT NIghTs BY aCCOMMOdaTION TYPe 
- YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015  TaRaNaKI     New ZealaNd

Taranaki

559,096
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Venture Taranaki commissions an independent monthly phone survey of Taranaki 

households to monitor visitors to the region who stay with friends and relatives.  

Although they do not stay at commercial accommodation, they still make an important 

contribution to our regional economy through their other forms of expenditure. 

TheRe weRe aN esTIMaTed 277,189 vfR vIsITORs 
IN The 12 MONThs eNdINg JUNe 2015, whO 

CONTRIBUTed 1,147,333 gUesT NIghTs.  

ThIs RefleCTs a 4.1% INCRease OveR The 
PRevIOUs 12 MONTh PeRIOd.

deCeMBeR aNd JaNUaRY aRe The PRIMe MONThs 
fOR The RegION’s INflUx Of vfR gUesTs. 

Although international visitors comprised only 20% of our VFRs, they stay longer than 

their domestic counterparts, resulting in 30% of our VFR guest nights. 

The average length of stay for visitors staying with friends and relatives in Taranaki is:

Visitors staying with Friends and Relatives (VFR) 

vIsITORs sTaYINg wITh fRIeNds aNd faMIlY IN TaRaNaKI - TOTal gUesT NIghTs

The MaIN ReasON The vfR 
MaRKeT COMes Is TO have 

a hOlIdaY aNd TO vIsIT 
fRIeNds aNd faMIlY.

TaRaNaKI - ORIgIN Of vfR gUesT NIghTs - YeaR eNdINg JUNe 2015

70%
dOMesTIC 

30%
INTeRNaTIONal 

6.2 NIghTs fOR
INTeRNaTIONal vIsITORs 

3.6 NIghTs fOR
dOMesTIC vIsITORs 
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Consumer Price Index (CPI): Statistics NZ. The CPI measures the rate of price change of goods and services purchased 
by New Zealand households. Statistics NZ visits 3,000 shops around New Zealand to collect prices for the CPI and check 
product sizes and features.

gross domestic Product (gdP): Statistics NZ.

economic activity: ANZ Regional Trends. Note: this information is not GDP data but a composition of specific indicators 
selected by the ANZ e.g. retail sales, employment data, house sales, guest nights, car sales etc. The report tracks the overall 
summation of changes on a regional basis annually and quarterly.

economic Outlook: Venture Taranaki. This reflects the results of VT’s Six-monthly business survey of Taranaki businesses. 
The survey involved a cross-section of 1000 businesses. The survey is undertaken in June and November of each year.

employee Count: Statistics NZ Business demography. Business demographic statistics give an annual snapshot (as at 
February); limited to economically significant individual, private-sector and public-sector enterprises that are engaged in the 
production of goods and services in New Zealand; generally includes all employing units and those enterprises with GST 
turnover greater than $30,000 per year. Employee count is a head-count of all salary and wage earners for the February 
reference month. NB: this may not include self-employed or those within the business that are not classified as employees.

Unemployment rate and Participation Rate: Statistics NZ Household Labour Force survey.

employment Outlook Taranaki: Venture Taranaki. Six-monthly business survey of Taranaki businesses.

skill shortage monitor: Venture Taranaki. Six-monthly business survey of Taranaki businesses, undertaken May and 
November each year.

Business numbers: Statistics NZ Business demography, undertaken February each year.

Population count: Statistics NZ: Census.

Natural Population Increase: Statistics NZ: Births and Deaths

Migration: Statistics NZ. Permanent Long-term departures and arrivals. Permanent and long-term arrivals include overseas 
migrants who arrive in New Zealand intending to stay for a period of 12 months or more (or permanently), plus New Zealand 
residents returning after an absence of 12 months or more. Permanent and long-term departures include New Zealand 
residents departing for an intended period of 12 months or more (or permanently), plus overseas visitors departing New 
Zealand after a stay of 12 months or more.

average weekly earnings: Statistics NZ: Total usual weekly earnings from self-employment and wage and salary jobs 
(earnings from paid employment), divided by the number of people receiving earnings from a self-employment or wage and 
salary job (number of people in paid employment).

average household weekly income: Statistics NZ: Weekly household income is the sum of weekly income of all people 
in the household from all sources. Average weekly household income is total weekly household income, divided by the 
number of households.

house values and average value of a house: Source: QV.co.nz: QV.co.nz is powered by PropertyIQ, a joint venture 
between CoreLogic and Quotable Value. Note: these are house valuations, not house sales.

house sales: Real Estate Institute of NZ. Note: These are house sales, and the data only includes those sales undertaken 
by members of the REINZ. Does not include for example private sales.

home affordability: Massey University Home Affordability Report.

Rental Market: Massey University Rental market report.

Building Consents: Statistics NZ.

agriculture: Statistics NZ. Annual Agriculture Production Survey.

dairy Information: Dairy NZ.

Poultry: infometrics report commissioned for Venture Taranaki 2013.

farm Capital Improvements/farm building consents: Statistics NZ.

farm sales: Real Estate Institute of NZ. Note: Only includes sales undertaken by members of the REINZ. Does not include 
private or other means of selling farms.

Retail statistics: Market View customized research for Venture Taranaki utilizing EFTPOS sales and BNZ credit cards.

Commercial accommodation statistics: Statistics NZ.

visitors staying with friends/relatives: Venture Taranaki commissioned survey data, undertaken by APR consultants.

exports/Imports: Statistics NZ data. Note: this data may not include coastal trade and the methodology utilized by Statistics 
NZ may not reflect the totality of trade activity which occurs across each NZ Port as part of the overall port transportation process.

Total Port Taranaki data and activity: Provided by Port Taranaki. This data includes coastal trade and the summation of 
all exports and imports crossing the port.

New Plymouth airport passenger movements: Provided by New Plymouth District Council.

Technical Details



About Venture Taranaki

As Taranaki’s Regional Development Agency, we’re committed to helping Taranaki grow.
That’s why we’re interested in helping to make your business a success.
If you need advice and assistance or access to information and knowledge to support your business aspiration, we offer a single point of contact to provide the help you require.

If you are:
•  Thinking of starting up a business
•  Considering relocating or investing in Taranaki
•  Trying to grow your business, or if your business is going through changes

We have a range of products and services to meet your business needs, and best of all, most of them are free! 
Information is available on-line at www.business.taranaki.info or call us:

Venture Taranaki
9 Robe Street
PO Box 670 
New Plymouth

Telephone (06) 759 5150
Email: info@taranaki.info
Facebook: TaranakiNZ
Twitter: @Taranaki_NZ

An initiative of
   

Disclaimer:
Venture Taranaki’s services and opinions are of a general nature and should be used as a guide only. They are not a substitute for commercial judgment or independent professional advice which should be 
obtained prior to any business matter. While every effort has been made to ensure that the information, opinions and forecasts provided are accurate and reliable, Venture Taranaki shall not be liable for any adverse 
consequences of decisions made in reliance of any report provided in this publication.

Welcome to taranaki trends for summer 2015-2016

Taranaki Trends

Stuart Trundle
Chief Executive
Venture Taranaki

As the businesses and people of Taranaki watch changing global commodity prices play out on our region’s performance we are seeing a 
renewed focus on the value of long-term data to inform business planning for the year ahead. 

There is no denying sustained declines in the price of oil and milk are having an effect. Caution has edged in, and in some cases this has 
progressed to contraction. An example can be seen in the decline in guest nights spent in commercial accommodation, likely reflecting fewer 
business visits, although those choosing to stay with friends and family has grown. 

As the cover of this edition suggests, significant efforts are going into the diversification of the region’s economy – the poultry sector is  
growing rapidly, as is the visitor industry on the back of the Len Lye Centre opening, significant investment into the accommodation sector and 
new product development. 

With this growth come some more positive results, from strong inward migration trends to longer stays by visitors, residential value increases to 
more construction consents. 

Despite some challenges Taranaki’s outlook remains broadly positive, a view supported by many of the statistics contained in this edition of 
Taranaki Trends.  

Include this data as you research and plan for your own business growth in 2016 and beyond, and if the team here at Venture Taranaki can 
offer any further assistance to help your organisation grow, then please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Summer Edition 2015: This edition of Taranaki Trends is published in November 2015 and remains current until April 2016
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Taranaki’s Regional Development Agency
 

9 Robe Street | PO Box 670 | New Plymouth
P. (06) 759 5150 | F. (06) 759 5154

E. info@taranaki.info
 

www.taranaki.info
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