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Welcome to taranaki trends for Winter 2016

Taranaki Trends

Stuart Trundle
Chief Executive
Venture Taranaki

There’s no doubt that Taranaki’s economy is feeling the impact of lower global dairy and oil commodity prices. At an economic level challenges 
can be confronted through innovation and diversification, and continued investment in our most important asset: our people. 

The indicators covered in this edition of Taranaki Trends tell a story of a region holding its own. Our visitor numbers for January reflect some 
of the strongest growth rates in the country, reflecting product development activity undertaken over the past year. A growing understanding of 
the potential that tourism can bring our region has seen major inroads made in terms of infrastructure, businesses, and export-ready product. 

We are seeing net migration growth across all our districts. Retail is tracking steadily, as are business numbers and employment, though 
maintaining a smart and capable workforce, ready for when dairying and oil and gas prices improve, is emerging as a significant issue for the 
region. 

In this edition we’ve taken a look at how the region’s young Māori will shape Taranaki’s future: it is projected that by 2023, 32 percent of 
Taranaki Māori will be aged under 15 years, compared to 20 percent of the Taranaki population generally. Strategic consideration must be 
given now to how we can support and enable this future power base. 

Taranaki is not out of the proverbial woods yet. A focus on innovating and diversifying sectors, markets and products and services must 
permeate all levels of our regional economy – from small businesses to multinationals, startups to government agencies, leaders to new 
recruits. 

Your link to the region’s development agency,  Venture Taranaki, has never been more important. If you need help with business, innovation or 
diversification it’s time to get in touch with our experienced team of advisors. 

Winter Edition 2016: This edition of Taranaki Trends is published in April 2016 and remains current until September 2016
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About Venture Taranaki

As Taranaki’s Regional Development Agency, we’re committed to helping Taranaki grow.
That’s why we’re interested in helping to make your business a success.
If you need advice and assistance or access to information and knowledge to support your business aspiration, we offer a single point of contact to provide the help you require.

If you are:
•  Thinking of starting up a business
•  Considering relocating or investing in Taranaki
•  Trying to grow your business, or if your business is going through changes

We have a range of products and services to meet your business needs, and best of all, most of them are free! 
Information is available on-line at www.business.taranaki.info or call us:

Venture Taranaki
9 Robe Street
PO Box 670 
New Plymouth

Telephone (06) 759 5150
Email: info@taranaki.info
Facebook: TaranakiNZ
Twitter: @Taranaki_NZ

An initiative of
   

Disclaimer:
Venture Taranaki’s services and opinions are of a general nature and should be used as a guide only. They are not a substitute for commercial judgment or independent professional advice which should be 
obtained prior to any business matter. While every effort has been made to ensure that the information, opinions and forecasts provided are accurate and reliable, Venture Taranaki shall not be liable for any adverse 
consequences of decisions made in reliance of any report provided in this publication.
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Economic Summary

 taranaki gdp

 up 6.3% relative to 2010, now at $8.8 Billion.

 EMpLOYEE nUMBErS 
 in taranaki

 annual change for 2015 relative to 2014.

 nUMBEr Of BUSinESSES in   
 taranaki

 our annual change 2015 relative to 2014.

 BirthS in thE rEgiOn fOr thE   
 YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

 relative to the previous 12 month period.

 dEathS fOr thE YEar Ending   
 dECEMBEr 2015

 relative to 2014.

 natUraL inCrEaSE in 
 pOpULatiOn 
 (BirthS LESS dEathS) 
 fOr YEar Ending dECEMBEr 
 2015

 compared to previous 12 months.

 arrivaLS dUE tO LOng-tErM  
 pErManEnt intErnatiOnaL 
 MigratiOn

 year ending December 2015 relative to previous 
 12 months.

 avEragE hOUSE vaLUatiOnS fOr 
 dECEMBEr 2015 rELativE tO 
 dECEMBEr 2014 

 in the New Plymouth, Stratford and South Taranaki 
 Districts.

 rEtaiL SaLES fOr thE Six   
 MOnthS Ending dECEMBEr 2015

 relative to the same period in 2014.

 taranaki’S UnEMpLOYMEnt   
 ratE haS iMprOvEd

 for the year to December 2015, and is less than the 
 New Zealand average.

 nUMBEr Of gUESt nightS 
 BY viSitOrS StaYing in 
 COMMErCiaL aCCOMMOdatiOn 
 OUtLEtS within taranaki fOr 
 YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015 

 relative to 2014.

 hOME affOrdaBiLitY within   
 taranaki

 relative to same period 12 months prior.

 vaLUE Of COnStrUCtiOn 
 COnSEntS fOr YEar Ending 
 dECEMBEr 2015

 relative to previous 12 month period.

 dEpartUrES Of taranaki 
 pEOpLE tO OvErSEaS LOCatiOnS 
 On a pErManEnt, LOng-tErM 
 BaSiS

 relative to previous 12 month period.

 nUMBEr Of paSSEngEr 
 MOvEMEntS thrOUgh thE nEw 
 pLYMOUth airpOrt fOr YEar 
 Ending dECEMBEr 2015

 relative to previous 12 month period.
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Regional Gross Domestic Product (Regional GDP) 

rEgiOnaL grOSS dOMEStiC prOdUCt (gdp) iS a 

gEOgraphiC BrEakdOwn
 Of natiOnaL-LEvEL gdp, whiCh iS nEw ZEaLand’S OffiCiaL MEaSUrE Of  

ECOnOMiC aCtivitY
thE gdp Of EaCh rEgiOn addS Up tO thE natiOnaL gdp tOtaL.

 

 • taranaki gdp: $8.8 BiLLiOn fOr thE YEar EndEd 
MarCh 2015

 • 3.6% Of nEw ZEaLand’S gdp

 • inCrEaSEd BY 6.3% rELativE tO 2010

 • haS thE highESt gdp pEr Capita ($75,941), fOLLOwEd 
BY wELLingtOn ($65,974) and aUCkLand ($56,997). 

gdp pEr Capita $taranaki'S gdp:
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MANAWATU-
WHANGANUI

$8.8
BiLLiOn

taranaki gdp

3.6 
nZ gdp

%

$75,941
pEr Capita

$241.2
BiLLiOn

nZ gdp

gdp vaLUE $ (BiLLiOn)

ChangE in gdp, 2010 - 2015 (%)
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The Economy

thE Main rEaSOn fOr thE 
rEdUCtiOn in Cpi 

fOr thE dECEMBEr 2015 
qUartEr waS dUE tO 

thE dECLinE in pEtrOL 
priCES and SEaSOnaLLY 

LOwEr vEgEtaBLE priCES.

priCE inCrEaSES 
OCCUrrEd in 

intErnatiOnaL airfarES, 
nEwLY BUiLt hOUSES and 

rEntaLS fOr hOUSing.

dECEMBEr 2015 qUartEr

-0.5%
annUaL ChangE 

0.1%

COnSUMEr priCE indEx (Cpi) – nEw ZEaLand

Cpi qUartErLY ChangE
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Taranaki Economic Outlook

nEw ZEaLand ECOnOMiC COnditiOnS – nExt 12 MOnthS

1,000 taranaki BUSinESSES wErE 
SUrvEYEd in nOvEMBEr 2015 rEgarding thE 

StatE Of thE nEw ZEaLand ECOnOMY and 
trading COnditiOnS fOr thE nExt 12 MOnthS.

• 28% antiCipatEd iMprOvEMEnt 

• 54% antiCipatEd thE StatUS qUO wiLL prEvaiL

• 16% prEdiCtEd dEtEriOratiOn 

• 2% wErE UnSUrE 

thE OUtCOME rEfLECtEd a pOSSiBLE gLiMMEr Of antiCipatEd 
iMprOvEMEnt in thE nExt 12 MOnthS aftEr tightEr trading and 
EMpLOYMEnt COnditiOnS ExpEriEnCEd in 2015. 

Airport Movements

thErE wErE OvEr 342,000 paSSEngEr MOvEMEntS 
thrOUgh thE nEw pLYMOUth airpOrt dUring 2015.  

nUMBErS wErE dOwn SLightLY On thE prEviOUS YEar 
(-0.4%), whiCh iS UndErStandaBLE givEn thE tightEr 

ECOnOMiC CLiMatE. 

airpOrt paSSEngEr MOvEMEntS - % grOwth On prEviOUS YEar 
-  YEar Ending dECEMBEr
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Business & Employment

nUMBEr Of BUSinESSES in taranaki = 15,153      
EMpLOYEE COUnt in taranaki = 50,960 

rELativE tO thE natiOnaL avEragE, 
taranaki haS a MUCh highEr 

pErCEntagE Of pEOpLE wOrking in agriCULtUrE, 
ManUfaCtUring and thE OiL/gaS indUStrY.

  New Zealand      Taranaki

taranaki v nZ EMpLOYMEnt COMpOSitiOn 2015

aLthOUgh LargE BUSinESSES (EMpLOYing 100+ pEOpLE) COMpriSE OnLY 0.4% 
Of taranaki’S BUSinESS BaSE, thEY prOvidE jOBS fOr 27.3%  

Of OUr rEgiOnaL EMpLOYEES.

% BUSinESSES in taranaki BY SiZE (EMpLOYEES)

% Of taranaki EMpLOYMEnt within BUSinESS BY SiZE
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within taranaki, thErE arE diStinCt diffErEnCES in EMpLOYMEnt 
BEtwEEn thE thrEE diStriCtS. thErE iS a MUCh highEr prOpOrtiOn Of 

pEOpLE whO wOrk in ManUfaCtUring in SOUth taranaki  
than thErE arE in thE nEw pLYMOUth and StratfOrd diStriCtS.

EMpLOYMEnt COMpOSitiOn within taranaki’S diStriCtS 2015

MOrE pEOpLE in nEw pLYMOUth wOrk within thE OiL and gaS indUStrY
than OthEr partS Of thE rEgiOn; and in StratfOrd, thErE arE prOpOrtiOnatELY

highEr LEvELS Of pEOpLE wOrking in agriCULtUrE and rEtaiLing.
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Labour force

UnEMpLOYMEnt ratE -  rEgiOnaL COMpariSOnS - annUaL tO dECEMBEr 2015

qUartErLY UnEMpLOYMEnt ratE partiCipatiOn ratE

taranaki’S annUaL UnEMpLOYMEnt ratE 
fOr thE LaSt 12 MOnthS (and dECEMBEr qUartEr) 
iS LOwEr than thE natiOnaL avEragE and ManY 

rEgiOnaL COUntErpartS.

taranaki

5.6%
nEw ZEaLand

5.8%

hOwEvEr taranaki’S LaBOUr fOrCE 
partiCipatiOn ratE haS aLSO dECLinEd.
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2016 Employment Forecasts

EMpLOYMEnt grOwth 2016-2019 in taranaki, BaSEd On thE 
MBiE anaLYSiS, iS antiCipatEd tO BE 2.3%.

thE MiniStrY Of BUSinESS innOvatiOn & EMpLOYMEnt (MBiE) haS 
rELEaSEd EMpLOYMEnt fOrECaStS fOr 2016-2019.

thESE fOrECaStS wiLL infOrM thE MiniStrY’S rECOMMEndatiOnS 
rELating tO iMMigratiOn priOritiES and tErtiarY EdUCatiOn and 

indUStrY training OvEr thE nExt twO-thrEE YEarS.
thE rEpOrt indiCatES that natiOnaLLY, BEtwEEn 2016 and 2019 

EMpLOYMEnt iS fOrECaSt tO 
inCrEaSE BY 148,300 

thiS anaLYSiS ExCLUdES jOB OppOrtUnitiES that wiLL ariSE  
aS wOrkErS rEtirE. 

StrOng grOwth iS ExpECtEd 
in thE COnStrUCtiOn and UtiLitY indUStriES, aLOng with thE 

hOSpitaLitY, whOLESaLE and rEtaiL tradE and BUSinESS SErviCES.

EMpLOYMEnt grOwth BY rEgiOn 2016 - 2019 %

fOrECaSt nUMBErS in EMpLOYMEnt grOwth BY rEgiOn 2016-2019 (000'S)

fOrECaSt nEw ZEaLand EMpLOYMEnt grOwth BY indUStrY - 2016 - 2019 (000'S)
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Natural Population Increase

natural population increase (births - deaths) year ending december

the natural population increase that 
occurred in taranaki during 2015 was due to the 

number of births exceeding the number of deaths. 
furthermore taranaki’s rate of growth in births 

was higher than the national average for the year 
ending 2015. however, the region also recorded an 

increase in deaths over the previous 12 months, 
which was higher than the national average.

taranaki

6.7%
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14
-2015 (december)

there were 1,609 births in taranaki during 
2015 and 1,010 deaths, resulting in a natural 

population increase of 599 people. this increase 
in births occurred in all three of taranaki’s 

districts.

new Zealand 

6.6%

taranaki 

4.9%

annual change in deaths  2014-2015 (decem
ber)

new Zealand 

1.8%
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Maori Population Projections

MĀOri in taranaki - 2013*

pOpULatiOn prOjECtiOnS fOr 2023 -  taranaki % BY agE   Māori       AllMĀOri wiLL pLaY an 
inCrEaSingLY iMpOrtant rOLE 

in thE fUtUrE Of taranaki, 
ESpECiaLLY OUr wOrkfOrCE.

MĀOri in taranaki
1 in 3 MĀOri in taranaki arE CUrrEntLY UndEr 15 YEarS Of agE,

OnE in ninEtEEn arE agEd 65 YEarS and OvEr. 

taranaki – tOtaL pEOpLE
OnE in fivE pEOpLE in taranaki arE CUrrEntLY agEd UndEr 

fiftEEn YEarS,
OnE in Six arE agEd 65 YEarS and OvEr

BY 2023, aLMOSt 60% Of MĀOri in taranaki 
arE antiCipatEd tO BE agEd  

15-64 YEarS, thUS a CritiCaL COMpOnEnt 
Of thE rEgiOn’S wOrkfOrCE. fUrthErMOrE, 

aLMOSt anOthEr third wiLL BE UndEr  
15 YEarS, hEnCE aCCESS tO, and 

pLanning fOr EdUCatiOn 
and OthEr OppOrtUnitiES 

wiLL BE iMpOrtant.

*2013 Census
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 taranaki

Migration

intErnatiOnaL LOng tErM arrivaLS annUaL tO dECEMBEr

intErnatiOnaL LOng tErM dEpartUrES annUaL tO dECEMBEr 

nEt ChangE - intErnatiOnaL MigratiOn fOr 12 MOnthS tO dECEMBEr 2015

thErE waS a nEt gain Of 

413 pEOpLE fOr taranaki 
in 2015, dUE tO intErnatiOnaL arrivaLS 
tO thE rEgiOn ExCEEding intErnatiOnaL 

dEpartUrES in aLL thE diStriCtS. 
Of nOtE, SOUth taranaki tUrnEd a nEt 
LOSS rECOrdEd in 2014 intO a nEt gain 

Of 63 pEOpLE fOr 2015.

 taranaki

New Plymouth District Stratford District South Taranaki Taranaki Total
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nEt MigratiOn taranaki 2000 - 2015 (YEar Ending dEC)

2015 taranaki nEt MigratiOn BY agE - YEar Ending dECEMBEr

taranaki nEt MigratiOn 20 - 24 YEar OLdS fOr 2002 - 2015

taranaki ExpEriEnCEd a nEt gain in MigratiOn 
in aLL agE BraCkEtS with thE ExCEptiOn Of 
thE 15-19 and 20-24 agE BraCkEtS. thiS MaY 
BE dUE tO pEOpLE LEaving thE rEgiOn tO gain 
intErnatiOnaL wOrk ExpEriEnCE, StUdY, viSit 
COUntriES Of intErESt Or ExtEnd LifE SkiLLS.

thE nEt MigratiOn LOSS Of 20-24 YEar OLd 
pEOpLE frOM thE taranaki rEgiOn haS dECLinEd 

in rECEnt YEarS, tO thE
ExtEnt that in 2015 it waS thE LOwESt fOr 

wELL OvEr a dECadE.
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About Two Places

agE COMpOSitiOn 2013

  BArrETT      FrANklEiGh

Barrett
Frankleigh

2,094
Population

831 
Population

BarrEtt and frankLEigh are two 
areas* within the new Plymouth city which are 
located in relatively close Proximity, yet they 

have distinct differences in their demograPhic 
comPosition. Barrett is Proving an 

attractive locality 
for an older generation of residents. whereas 
frankleigh has more households with working 

or self-emPloyed PeoPle, with families.

*area units as defined by statistics nZ

BarrEtt

29.2%
frankLEigh

18.8%

agE prOpOrtiOn OvEr 65 YEarS
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YEarS at rESidEnCE faMiLY COMpOSitiOn   BArrETT      FrANklEiGh  BArrETT      FrANklEiGh

YEarS at rESidEnCE 
55% Of pEOpLE Living in thE BarrEtt arEa havE 

LivEd in thEir CUrrEnt rESidEnCE fOr LESS 
than 5 YEarS. 

aS OppOSEd tO 36% in frankLEigh. 
SignifiCant ExpanSiOn in rEtirEMEnt hOUSing 
haS OCCUrrEd within thE BarrEtt BOUndariES 
in rECEnt YEarS, infLUEnCing thE dEMOgraphiC 

and rELOCatiOn COMpOSitiOn.  

SOUrCE Of inCOME   BArrETT      FrANklEiGh

.
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Average value of a house

avEragE vaLUE Of a hOUSE dECEMBEr 2015

hOUSE vaLUES pErCEntagE ChangE in vaLUE BEtwEEn 
dECEMBEr 2014 and dECEMBEr 2015
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The average house valuation in Stratford at $209,578 is higher than the 
South Taranaki District ($188,235) and Whanganui ($189,161).   

Auckland City house valuations are now on average over $1m with the 
December 2015 valuation up 21% from the same time 12 months ago.

hOUSE vaLUatiOnS havE 
COntinUEd tO inCrEaSE 
in thE taranaki rEgiOn, 
partiCULarLY within thE  
nEw pLYMOUth diStriCt 

(Up 4.1% frOM a YEar priOr).

14.2%

20.7%

4.8% 4.1% 4%

1.3%

3.7% 4.2% 4.5%
2.7%

-1%
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% ChangE in hOME affOrdaBiLiitY in thE LaSt 12 MOnthS

Home Affordability

taranaki iS thE third MOSt attraCtivE rEgiOn in 
thE COUntrY in tErMS Of hOME affOrdaBiLitY.

in thE LaSt 12 MOnthS taranaki’S hOME affOrdaBiLitY haS iMprOvEd BY 11.5%. thiS waS grEatEr than thE natiOnaL 
trEnd whErE nEw ZEaLand’S avEragE hOME affOrdaBiLitY indEx iMprOvEd BY 8.7%. annUaL iMprOvEMEntS wErE ExpEriEnCEd in aLL rEgiOnS 

ExCEpt fOr aUCkLand and OtagO. dESpitE inCrEaSing hOUSE vaLUatiOnS in SOME rEgiOnS, 

LOwEr intErESt ratES and wagE iMprOvEMEntS 
wErE UndErLYing rEaSOnS fOr affOrdaBiLitY iMprOvEMEntS. aUCkLand rEMainS thE LEaSt affOrdaBLE pLaCE in thE COUntrY. 

in thE SEptEMBEr 2015 qUartEr, taranaki’S hOME affOrdaBiLitY dECLinEd SLightLY (0.8%) aS it did in ManY rEgiOnS. thE SignaLS arE MixEd 
COnCErning antiCipatEd hOME affOrdaBiLitY trEndS fOr 2016.

hOME affOrdaBiLitY rEgiOnaL ranking (nOvEMBEr 2015)
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Rentals
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MEdian wEEkLY rEntaL ($) fEBrUarY 2016

$380
MEdian rEnt

nEw ZEaLand

$350
MEdian rEnt

nEw pLYMOUth

4.1%
annUaL pErCEntagE ChangE

nEw ZEaLand

13%
annUaL pErCEntagE ChangE 

nEw pLYMOUth

annUaL pErCEntagE ChangE in wEEkLY rEnt

MEdian rEnt fEBrUarY 2016

nEw pLYMOUth’S 
avEragE wEEkLY rEntaL iS 

$350 pEr wEEk 
whiCh iS LESS than thE 

nEw ZEaLand 
avEragE Of 

$380 pEr wEEk.   
rEntaLS havE inCrEaSEd in nEw pLYMOUth 

in thE paSt YEar (13%) whiCh iS highEr than 
thE natiOnaL avEragE (4.1%).  

SUrvEY aUthOrS, MaSSEY UnivErSitY, havE 
pOintEd OUt thE LargESt pErCEntagE 

inCrEaSES in MarkEt rEntS havE 
prEdOMinantLY OCCUrrEd OUtSidE aUCkLand, 
SUggESting thiS MaY BE dUE tO aUCkLandErS 
MOving tO OthEr LOCaLitiES in thE COUntrY 
with COnSEqUEntiaL iMpaCtS tO rEntaLS in 

thOSE rEgiOnaL arEaS.
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Construction Activity

taranaki diStriCtS: tOtaL vaLUE Of BUiLding COnSEntS (nEw and aLtErEd) fOr 
thE 12 MOnthS Ending dECEMBEr 2015

$42,862,518
15%
South Taranaki District

$11,247,965
4%
Stratford District

$229,356,246
81%
New Plymouth District

pErCEntagE ChangE in vaLUE Of tOtaL BUiLding COnSEntS 
YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015 rELativE tO 2014 

taranaki rEgiOn - vaLUE Of BUiLdingS COnSEntS ($) YEar Ending dECEMBEr 

in taranaki thErE wErE  
$283.5 MiLLiOn Of BUiLding 

COnSEntS apprOvEd fOr thE 
YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015.

The value of building consents decreased by 12.5% in Taranaki 
in 2015 relative to the 12 months ending 2014, predominantly 
due to declines in Stratford and South Taranaki. These declines 
are a reflection of a ‘return to normal’ level of consenting after 

several major non-routine commercial expansions created a higher 
fluctuation in 2014 within these districts.
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Primary Industry Special Focus: Honey

nZ ExpOrtS (tOnnES) -  hOnEY nZ ExpOrtS $M - hOnEY 

thE prOdUCtiOn and ExpOrt Of hOnEY iS a 
grOwth indUStrY fOr nEw ZEaLand, priMariLY 

dUE tO inCrEaSing intErnatiOnaL COnSUMEr 
dEMand and thE prEMiUM priCES paid fOr 
MĀnUka hOnEY and itS aSSOCiatEd hEaLth 

and MEdiCaL prOdUCtS.
ExpOrtS Of hOnEY (BY tOnnagE) arE 27% highEr nOw rELativE 

tO fivE YEarS agO. hOwEvEr thE vaLUE Of ExpOrtS ($) havE 
grOwn EvEn MOrE dUring thiS pEriOd - BY 128%.

Year Ending JuneYear Ending June
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aLthOUgh StatiStiCS arE nOt avaiLaBLE at a taranaki LEvEL, thErE haS BEEn 
inCrEaSEd UtiLiSatiOn 

Of OUr rUraL Land fOr thE pLaCEMEnt Of 

hivES fOr hOnEY 
and aSSOCiatEd prOdUCtS, aS wELL aS inCrEaSEd 

invEStMEnt. 
thE fOLLOwing infOrMatiOn highLightS taranaki’S LOCatiOn within thE 

CEntraL/LOwEr nOrth iSLand ZOnE whiCh aCCOUntS fOr aLMOSt OnE-
third Of nEw ZEaLand’S hOnEY prOdUCtiOn and CirCa OnE qUartEr Of thE 

natiOn’S rEgiStErEd apiariES and hivES.

% anaLYSiS BY diStriCt hivES, apiariES prOdUCtiOn 

23%
Of hives

31%
Of New Zealand's honey 

Production

23%
Of Apiaries

Source: MPI and Statistics NZ



P A G E  2 2 T A R A N A K I  T R E N D S  W I N T E R  2 0 1 6

Retail Sales

rEtaiL SpEnd in taranaki jULY -  dECEMBEr 2015 

% SharE Of $ SpEnd BY diStriCt

16.7%
South Taranaki District

8.1%
Stratford District

75.3%
New Plymouth District

taranaki - ChangE in SpEnd rELativE tO SaME tiME LaSt YEar (%)fOr thE haLf-YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015, $582M 
waS SpEnt at rEtaiL MErChantS in taranaki. 

Spending within Taranaki is up slightly (0.1%) for the half-year, relative to the 
same period in 2014, although growth was less than the New Zealand average 
of 6.3%. Much of the increase in Taranaki was due to a boost in visitor spend 

during December.

StrOngESt rEtaiL grOwth waS rECOrdEd in thE 
nEw pLYMOUth diStriCt with a 0.7% gain.

Although retail expenditure remained virtually unchanged in Taranaki, the number 
of retail transactions increased by 6.2% relative to the same period in 2014. 
However people spent less per transaction. New Plymouth District attracted the 
highest average transaction value within Taranaki at $45.22 but also recorded the 

biggest decline in transaction value of the three Districts (- 7.2%). 
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pErCEntagE ChangE in rEtaiL SpEnd rELativE tO SaME tiME LaSt YEarpErCEntagE ChangE in nUMBEr Of tranSaCtiOnS rELativE tO 
SaME 6 MOnth pEriOd LaSt YEar

% ChangE in tranSaCtiOn vaLUE rELativE tO SaME 6 MOnth pEriOd in prEviOUS YEar

$ $
$

$ $
$

$

$
$

$

$ $

$$

avEragE tranSaCtiOn vaLUE $
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Visitor Industry

COMMErCiaL aCCOMMOdatiOn gUESt nightS -  % ChangE
YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

pErCEntagE ChangE in gUESt nightS frOM prEviOUS YEar
YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

  New Zealand      Taranaki

taranaki 2015 COMMErCiaL 
aCCOMMOdatiOn rESULtS fOr thE 
YEar EndEd dECEMBEr COMparEd 
with 2014:
• Guest nights rose 2.7 percent to 567,947

• International guest nights increased 8.9 percent  
 to 76,944

• Domestic guest nights rose 1.8 percent to 491,004

• The average length of stay increased from 2.04 nights  
 to 2.07 nights

• The overall occupancy rate remained at 32.9 percent

• The occupancy rate, excluding holiday parks,  was  
 42.3 percent

4.7%2.7%
pErCEntagE ChangE in gUESt 
nightS YEar Ending dEC 2015

pErCEntagE ChangE in gUESt 
nightS YEar Ending dEC 2015

nEw ZEaLandtaranaki
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22%
hOtELS

122,335

28%
hOLidaY parkS

158,545

43%
MOtELS
247,075

7%
BaCkpaCkErS
39,992

COMMErCiaL gUESt nightS BY aCCOMMOdatiOn tYpE taranaki 
YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

COMMErCiaL gUESt nightS fOr YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

35,304 6%
Stratford

81,189 14%
South Taranaki

451,453 80%
New Plymouth District

taranaki

567,947

Visitor Industry - District Performance

Performance by Accommodation Type
Motels and holiday parks attracted the highest number of 

commercial guest nights for the 12 month period for Taranaki.

grOwth / dECLinE in gUESt nightS 
BY aCCOMMOdatiOn tYpE YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

80% Of taranaki’S COMMErCiaL 
aCCOMMOdatiOn gUESt nightS fOr thE 12 

MOnthS Ending dECEMBEr 2015 OCCUrrEd in 
thE nEw pLYMOUth diStriCt; 14% in SOUth 

taranaki and 6% in StratfOrd.
The number of guest arrivals increased in the South Taranaki and New Plymouth Districts 

relative to the previous 12 months but declined in Stratford (2.5%).

Visitors stayed for a shorter period in the Stratford and New Plymouth Districts relative to the 
previous 12 months, although increased significantly in South Taranaki (20.7%).

The above results contributed to a net decline in overall guest nights in Stratford but 
contributed to an increase in New Plymouth (0.9%) and South Taranaki (21.6%).

a dECLinE in gUESt nightS fOr taranaki waS ExpEriEnCEd 
in MOtELS and BaCkpaCkErS. hOwEvEr grOwth waS 

ExpEriEnCEd in hOtELS and ESpECiaLLY hOLidaY parkS.

  New Zealand      Taranaki
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Visitor Industry - Domestic tourism is important to Taranaki

nEw ZEaLand
Origin Of COMMErCiaL aCCOMMOdatiOn gUESt nightS

 YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

taranaki
Origin Of COMMErCiaL aCCOMMOdatiOn gUESt nightS

 YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

dOMEStiC

59%

intErnatiOnaL

41% dOMEStiC

86%

intErnatiOnaL

14%

thE MajOritY Of OUr viSitOrS COME frOM OthEr partS Of nEw ZEaLand (86%), whiCh iS 
highEr than thE natiOnaL avEragE (59%). wELLingtOn, aUCkLand, waikatO, ManawatU, 

whanganUi and hawkE'S BaY arE OUr priME SOUrCES Of viSitOrS. 

intErnatiOnaL viSitOrS aCCOUnt fOr 14% Of taranaki’S gUESt 
nightS in COMMErCiaL aCCOMMOdatiOn. aUStraLia iS OUr priME 

intErnatiOnaL MarkEt.
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Visitor Industry - Visitors staying with Friends and Relatives (VFR)

viSitOrS StaYing with friEndS and faMiLY in taranaki - tOtaL gUESt nightS

taranaki - Origin Of vfr gUESt nightS - YEar Ending dECEMBEr 2015

dOMEStiC

70%

intErnatiOnaL

30%

vEntUrE taranaki COMMiSSiOnS an indEpEndEnt MOnthLY 
phOnE SUrvEY Of taranaki hOUSEhOLdS, tO MOnitOr 
viSitOrS tO thE rEgiOn whO StaY with friEndS and 

rELativES. aLthOUgh thEY dO nOt StaY at COMMErCiaL 
aCCOMMOdatiOn, ‘vfr’S’ StiLL MakE 

an iMpOrtant 
COntriBUtiOn tO OUr 
rEgiOnaL ECOnOMY 

thrOUgh thEir OthEr fOrMS Of ExpEnditUrE. thE Main 
rEaSOn thESE viSitOrS COME iS tO havE a hOLidaY and 
SpEnd tiME with faMiLY and friEndS whO LivE in thE 
rEgiOn. dECEMBEr, janUarY and apriL arE OUr priME  

vfr MOnthS.

1.1 MiLLiOn vfr 
gUESt nightS rECOrdEd 

OvEr

in 2015 
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Consumer price index (Cpi): Statistics NZ. The CPI measures the rate of price change of goods and services purchased 
by New Zealand households. Statistics NZ visits 3,000 shops around New Zealand to collect prices for the CPI and check 
product sizes and features.

gross domestic product (gdp): Statistics NZ.

Economic activity: ANZ Bank Regional Trends. Note: this information is not GDP data but a composition of specific 
indicators selected by the ANZ Bank e.g. retail sales, employment data, house sales, guest nights, car sales etc. The report 
tracks the overall summation of changes on a regional basis annually and quarterly.

Economic Outlook: Venture Taranaki. This reflects the results of VT’s Six-monthly business survey of Taranaki businesses. 
The survey involved a cross-section of 1000 businesses. The survey is undertaken in June and November of each year.

Employee Count: Statistics NZ Business demography. Business demographic statistics give an annual snapshot (as at 
February); limited to economically significant individual, private-sector and public-sector enterprises that are engaged in the 
production of goods and services in New Zealand; generally includes all employing units and those enterprises with GST 
turnover greater than $30,000 per year. Employee count is a head-count of all salary and wage earners for the February 
reference month. NB: this may not include self-employed or those within the business that are not classified as employees.

Unemployment rate and participation rate: Statistics NZ Household Labour Force survey.

Employment Outlook taranaki: Venture Taranaki. Six-monthly business survey of Taranaki businesses.

Skill shortage monitor: Venture Taranaki. Six-monthly business survey of Taranaki businesses, undertaken May and 
November each year.

Business numbers: Statistics NZ Business demography, undertaken February each year.

population count: Statistics NZ: Census.

natural population increase: Statistics NZ: Births and Deaths.

Migration: Statistics NZ. Permanent Long-term departures and arrivals. Permanent and long-term arrivals include overseas 
migrants who arrive in New Zealand intending to stay for a period of 12 months or more (or permanently), plus New Zealand 
residents returning after an absence of 12 months or more. Permanent and long-term departures include New Zealand 
residents departing for an intended period of 12 months or more (or permanently), plus overseas visitors departing New 
Zealand after a stay of 12 months or more.

average weekly earnings: Statistics NZ: Total usual weekly earnings from self-employment and wage and salary jobs 
(earnings from paid employment), divided by the number of people receiving earnings from a self-employment or wage and 
salary job (number of people in paid employment).

average household weekly income: Statistics NZ: Weekly household income is the sum of weekly income of all people 
in the household from all sources. Average weekly household income is total weekly household income, divided by the 
number of households.

house values and average value of a house: Source: QV.co.nz: QV.co.nz is powered by PropertyIQ, a joint venture 
between CoreLogic and Quotable Value. Note: these are house valuations, not house sales.

house Sales: Real Estate Institute of NZ. Note: These are house sales, and the data only includes those sales undertaken 
by members of the REINZ. Does not include, for example, private sales.

home affordability: Massey University Home Affordability Report.

rental Market: Massey University Rental market report.

Building Consents: Statistics NZ.

agriculture: Statistics NZ. Annual Agriculture Production Survey.

farm Capital improvements/farm building consents: Statistics NZ.

farm Sales: Real Estate Institute of NZ. Note: Only includes sales undertaken by members of the REINZ. Does not include 
private or other means of selling farms.

retail Statistics: Market View customized research for Venture Taranaki utilizing EFTPOS sales and BNZ credit cards.

Commercial accommodation statistics: Statistics NZ.

visitors staying with friends/relatives: Venture Taranaki commissioned survey data, undertaken by consultants, APR.

Exports/imports: Statistics NZ data. Note: this data may not include coastal trade and the methodology utilized by Statistics 
NZ may not reflect the totality of trade activity which occurs across each NZ Port as part of the overall port transportation process.

total port taranaki data and activity: Provided by Port Taranaki. This data includes coastal trade and the summation of 
all exports and imports crossing the port.

new plymouth airport passenger movements: Provided by New Plymouth District Council.

Employment forecasts 2016-2019: *Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment (MBIE).

Technical Details



Welcome to taranaki trends for Winter 2016

Taranaki Trends

Stuart Trundle
Chief Executive
Venture Taranaki

There’s no doubt that Taranaki’s economy is feeling the impact of lower global dairy and oil commodity prices. At an economic level challenges 
can be confronted through innovation and diversification, and continued investment in our most important asset: our people. 

The indicators covered in this edition of Taranaki Trends tell a story of a region holding its own. Our visitor numbers for January reflect some 
of the strongest growth rates in the country, reflecting product development activity undertaken over the past year. A growing understanding of 
the potential that tourism can bring our region has seen major inroads made in terms of infrastructure, businesses, and export-ready product. 

We are seeing net migration growth across all our districts. Retail is tracking steadily, as are business numbers and employment, though 
maintaining a smart and capable workforce, ready for when dairying and oil and gas prices improve, is emerging as a significant issue for the 
region. 

In this edition we’ve taken a look at how the region’s young Māori will shape Taranaki’s future: it is projected that by 2023, 32 percent of 
Taranaki Māori will be aged under 15 years, compared to 20 percent of the Taranaki population generally. Strategic consideration must be 
given now to how we can support and enable this future power base. 

Taranaki is not out of the proverbial woods yet. A focus on innovating and diversifying sectors, markets and products and services must 
permeate all levels of our regional economy – from small businesses to multinationals, startups to government agencies, leaders to new 
recruits. 

Your link to the region’s development agency,  Venture Taranaki, has never been more important. If you need help with business, innovation or 
diversification it’s time to get in touch with our experienced team of advisors. 

Winter Edition 2016: This edition of Taranaki Trends is published in April 2016 and remains current until September 2016
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About Venture Taranaki

As Taranaki’s Regional Development Agency, we’re committed to helping Taranaki grow.
That’s why we’re interested in helping to make your business a success.
If you need advice and assistance or access to information and knowledge to support your business aspiration, we offer a single point of contact to provide the help you require.

If you are:
•  Thinking of starting up a business
•  Considering relocating or investing in Taranaki
•  Trying to grow your business, or if your business is going through changes

We have a range of products and services to meet your business needs, and best of all, most of them are free! 
Information is available on-line at www.business.taranaki.info or call us:

Venture Taranaki
9 Robe Street
PO Box 670 
New Plymouth

Telephone (06) 759 5150
Email: info@taranaki.info
Facebook: TaranakiNZ
Twitter: @Taranaki_NZ

An initiative of
   

Disclaimer:
Venture Taranaki’s services and opinions are of a general nature and should be used as a guide only. They are not a substitute for commercial judgment or independent professional advice which should be 
obtained prior to any business matter. While every effort has been made to ensure that the information, opinions and forecasts provided are accurate and reliable, Venture Taranaki shall not be liable for any adverse 
consequences of decisions made in reliance of any report provided in this publication.
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Taranaki’s Regional Development Agency
 

9 Robe Street | PO Box 670 | New Plymouth
P. (06) 759 5150 | F. (06) 759 5154

E. info@taranaki.info
 

www.taranaki.info

An initiative of
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